MEADOWS PLACE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Holiday Shopping Tips
Remember the following when you go shopping:

· Keep track of your bags and packages.  If you leave something behind, it could get stolen or discarded.

· Report unattended bags or packages to a security guard or store employee.  The same applies when riding public transportation – report unattended bags or packages to security / staff.

· Park in well lit parking lots.  If you feel uneasy, ask for an escort to your vehicle.

· When returning to your vehicle, always be aware of your surroundings.  Have your keys in your hand so you can unlock your vehicle without delay.   
· Be sure not to buy more than you can carry.  If your packages are making it hard for you to walk upright or see your surroundings, ask a store employee to help you carry them to your car.  

· Check receipts to see whether your full credit card number appears.  If a receipt has your full number on it, take a pen and thoroughly mark through the number.    

· Check to assure that you have your credit cards and check book after you pay.

· Never leave valuable items or packages in plain view inside your vehicle.  

· Remember that putting boxes out for garbage pick up lets the would-be thief know what’s inside your home.   Tear the boxes down and put them inside a trash can if possible.

If you go shopping with children, keep the following in mind:
· Ensure that any children with you know your cell phone number.  Give contact information cards to any who don’t.

· Make a plan with children in case you get separated.  Have a central meeting place, and review with your children who they can turn to for help if they find themselves alone.

· Educate your children about the dangers of talking to or following strangers.

Take a Home Inventory

Since residential burglaries sometimes increase during the holiday season, now is a great time to create or update your home inventory:

· Take photographs or make videos of valuable items.

· List descriptions and serial numbers.

· Your inventory should include things like TVs, VCRs, DVRs, stereo equipment, electronic games, cameras, camcorders, sports equipment, jewelry, silver, computers, home office equipment, power tools, personal keepsakes, and any other items of value.
· If your home is burglarized, having a detailed inventory can help identify stolen items and make insurance claims easier to file. 
For more helpful information please visit our website at:
www.cityofmeadowsplace.org
The Meadows Place Police Department wishes you a safe and Happy Holiday Season.
